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Minoan Myth, Legend and History
Ancient Greece has many traditional stories regarding the history of people or a natural phenomenon and my typically involve supernatural beings. One of the commonly told tales in Greece is the Myth of Theseus and the Minotaur. Theseus is a genuine Greek Hero while Minotaur denotes the most devastating and terrifying monsters and the main protagonist of the myths that involve gods and ministers. Surprisingly, Minotaur was the son of Pasiphae, the wife of great King Minos of Crete. It happened that Pasiphae slept with a bull and gave birth to Minotaur, a half-man and half-bull (Garcia, 2013). Theses promised King Minos that he was going to kill the monster, Minotaur who had dominated all the fights in Greece. King Minos was imprisoning his enemies in the Labyrinth so the Minotaur could eat them. Theseus managed to get in the Labyrinth and killed the monster. The implication of this myth is that Greek mythology was shifting from Minoan dominance to Athenian dominance. For example, Minotaur was the only remaining monster who had dominated all humans until the emergency of a true human hero, Theseus (Garcia, 2013). The killing of these monsters indicated that the era of monsters dominating fight over humans was terminated. Moreover, it implied that the Minoan civilization was losing popularity as compared to the Athenian culture.
The Minoan culture has unique features like art and architecture. Generally, the Minoans were very creative, and so they managed to come up with many different ideas that are commonly told by the Athenians. Interestingly, the myth of Theseus and Minotaur had specific symbolic aspects like the labyrinth. The Labyrinth was known to be the house of the beast, Minotaur, since the best was considered disastrous, especially by killing a human (Garcia, 2013). The Labyrinth was a complicated structure that nobody entered it and got out alive except Theseus. I think the story took the Labyrinth to show how monsters are destructive and thus should not be left free. In reflection, dangerous people should not be left to interact freely with other people.
Additionally, the story took the aspect of a Minotaur, the mythical monster because the creature is scary. The tales involving supernatural beings tend to be interesting to listeners, and thus the Athenians liked such monsters like Minotaur. Considering the role given to Minotaur, the enemies of King Minos were scared to start a fight against him since he would you the beast to kill them. In the story, the tribute to the King is also evident (Garcia, 2013). Theseus, son of King Aegeus volunteer himself to take part among the third tribute of youth who took part in challenging Minotaur. However, many people argue that Theseus would not have managed to get out of the labyrinth if it were not for Ariadne, his lover and daughter of King Minos. Ariadne gave Theseus a ball of string to help him find his way out of the labyrinth. The aspect of tribute in the story indicated the importance of sacrificing ourselves for the sake of other people. Lastly, the story took the aspect of the death of Androgeos, the only human son of King Minos and how it was viewed as the heir to the throne (Garcia, 2013). To Athenians, this implied that everybody is capable of losing, including the King himself. However, King Minos blamed the Athenians for the death of his son and forced them to pay a tribute of seven maidens and seven youths to the Labyrinth for Minotaur to consume.
Another typical story that implies the shift from Minoan culture is the story of the Cretan Bull and Theseus. The Cretan Bull was a gift to King Minos given by Poseidon. One time Hercules battled against the Cretan Bull in the Arena where he was defeated then the bull released and went terrorizing people (Greek Mythology, 2017). However, the bull was killed by Theseus, and this implied a shift from the supernatural being’s dominance to a new era of human heroes.  
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